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The Hiforie 

Of a II die Court and princes of my blood, 

The hope and expectation of thy time 
Is rum d,and thcioule otcuery man 
Prophetically doe foreth'inke thy fall : 

Had I fo lauilh of my prefence beene. 

So common hackneid m the eyes of men. 

So hale and cheape to vulgar companie. 

Opinion that did helpe me to the crowne. 

Had llillkept loyall to poflefsion. 

And left me in reputeieue baniihnient, v 
A fellow of no marke nor hkclihoode . 

By being fcldome feene, / could notltirrc. 

But like a Comet, I was wondred at, 

That men would tell their children. This is he : 
Others would fay, Where, which ls BuIIingbrook* 
And then I hole all courcefie from heauen. 

And dreftniy lelfe infirch humilicie, ■ 

Thatl did plucke allegeance from mens hearts. 
Loud lhouts, and lalutatiorisfrom their mouths, 
Euen in prefence of chtf frowned King/ 

Thus did Jkeepe my perfon frelh and new, 

JVly prefence hke a robe pontificall, 

Ne J re feene, but wondred at, and fo my Rate 
Seldome,but fumptuous,fliewcd,like a feafl. 

And w'an by rarenefle luch folemnitie, 

T lie skipping Kingjhe ambled vp and downe, 
With lhallow icfrcrs,and rafh bauin wits, 

Soone kindled, and foone b'urnt,cardcd his hate. 
Mingled his royaltie w ith carping fooles. 

Had his great name proplianed with their fcorncs. 
And gaue his countenance again fi his name 
To laugh at gibing boyes,afrd hand the pudl 
Ofeuery beardlcfle vai'nc cbnVpavatiue, 

Crew a companion to the Common ftre'etes, 
Enfeoftlumlelfetopopularitie, . . 

That being dayly lvvdllo.v<edby metis eyes. 

They furfetted with holly, and began to loath 
gfixC tahe otTiveetenefl'e,\vhei‘tof aiitflc' 
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of Henry the fourth, 

More the ni little, is by much too much, 

Sowhenhehad occafion to be feene. 

He was, but as the Cuckow is ill Tune, 

Heard, not regarded : feene , but w ith fuch eyes - - 

As ficke and blunted with conimunioie, ^ 

Affoordno extraordinary, gaze. 

Such as is bent on fun-like Maiefhe, 

When it fhinesfcldome in admiring eyes. 

But rather drowzd, andhiingtheir eye-lids down, 

Slept in lus face, and rendred fuch afpeft 

As cloudy men vfe to their aduerfaries, - • - 

Being withhis prefence glutwdjgorgde, and mil. 

And in that very line, Harry, handed thou. 

For, thou hah loll thy princely pruulcdge, 

With vile participation. Not an eye, 

But is aweary of thy commbn fight, 

Saue mine, which hath defired to fee thee more, , 

W hicli now doth that I would not hauc it doe. 

Make bhnditfelfe with fooUfhtendcrneUe. 

Pm, I fliatf hereafter, my thrice gracious Lord, 

B e more my felfe. King. For all the world, 

As thou artto this houre, was Richard then. 

When IfromFrance fetfootatRauenfpurgh, 

And cuen as I was then, is Percy now : 

Now, by my fcepter,and my foule to boote. 

He hath more worthie intereft to the hate. 

Then thou, the fhadow of fuccefsion. 

For of no right, nor colour like to right. 

He doth fill fields with hafniihe-mthe R ealme, 

Turns head againh the Lyons armed iawes. 

And being no more in debt to yeeres 3 then thou* 

Leads ancient Lords, and reuerend Bifhops on 

Tobloudiebattailes,and to briiffingarmes« / i:;: ‘ 0 ' ' 

What neuer dying honour hath he got, 1 

Againll renowmed Dowglas? Whole high deeds, 

VVhofe hot incurfions, and great namein armes. 

Holds from allfouldiours, chiefe maioritie, 

Andmilitarie title capital! . q ; ; '•> ' Th ‘ 



